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Georgia Tech and Spelman College have joined an effort to get more low-income students into
higher education. They're part of the American Talent Initiative, a group
(http://americantalentinitiative.org/) of 30 institutions focusing on diversifying access to college.

The rising cost of tuition puts college out of reach for many poor and middle-income students.  

“The goal of the coalition is to increase, by the year 2025, the number of lower-income students
at America’s top colleges and universities by at least 50,000 students,” says Josh Wyner, founder
and executive director of the Aspen Institute’s College Excellence Program, which is organizing
the initiative.

Wyner says schools will sharpen college recruiting and give more financial aid. But once students
have been accepted, the schools have to do their part in making sure they stay and finish.
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Georgia Tech and Spelman are joining an effort to recruit more low-income students to top colleges.
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The alliance chose the 30 institutions, in part for their ability to retain students and help them
graduate.

Georgia Tech's undergraduate admission director Rick Clark says students benefit from a program
called the Freshman Experience.

“In the dorms, we bring tutors in every night,” he says. “So Sunday through Thursday night from 8
p.m. until midnight, there are people in those dorms, basically available to students in key
academic subjects.”

Spelman has a similar approach. The school’s academic planning center constantly checks in with
students and monitors their progress.

“They are doing very directed supplemental instruction, peer tutoring on demand, specialized
academic counseling for students we feel may need a little extra — or specialized — attention,”
says Ingrid Hayes, vice president for enrollment management at Spelman.

The alliance says low-income students need a strong support system to help them earn diplomas.
The group hopes to keep adding colleges until the total number in the program reaches 270.
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I am writing from DeKalb County which is home to tens of thousands of African Americans as
well as Hispanics or Latinos. I want to concentrate my argument on Hispanics who are
essentially newer to Atlanta and picking up at a later date other ethnic groups.
Hispanics are participating in the county run educational system. Far from perfect, it allows
both documented and undocumented a place in the publically funded school sysytems.
Why do this???For one reason we can utilize trade in 2 languages with Latin America and
Spain and trade with the Hispanics that reside and work in the USA. These kids can do this
whether it be Picadilly, Boing or Microsoft if they study hard and avoid chemicals and
pregnancy.
So be proud of what is going on in your local schools and debate the policies affecting
students. Paul Hays 12.15.2016
△ ▽
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